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SUB J : EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION ON ANGOLA 

SUMMARY: EMBASSY OFFICER MET WITH MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS (MFA) AFRICAN DIRECTOR MAY 16 TO EXCHANGE IN- 
FORMATION ON ANGOLA. GOP CONCURS IN ACCURACY OF 
INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY PROVIDED BY EMBASSY, AND OFFERED 
BITS AND PIECES OF NEW INFORMATION. END SUMMARY. 

1 . EMBOFF MET WITH MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS DIRECTOR 
OF AFRICA DIVISION DR. PAULOURO DES NEVES MAY 16 TO 
DISCUSS ANGOLA. EMBOFF HAD PREVIOUSLY 

PROVIDED NEVES WITH SANITIZES VERSIONS OF: 
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-AMBASSADOR EASUM'S LUANDA REPORT (LAGOS 1955) 

-THE INR REPORT ON ANGOLA AND NAMIBIA (STATE 084889) 

— UNITA STRENGTH ASSESSMENT (STATE 089731) 

-ANGOLA/ZAIREAN RELATIONS (STATE 54529) 

-CABINDAN FACTIONALISM AND REFUGEES REPORT (KINSHASA 2084) 

2. MFA EVALUATION: NEVES SAID HE HAD REVIEWED THE ABOVE 
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INFORMATION WITH PORTUGESE AMBASSADOR TO ANGOLA SA 
COUTINHO DURING THE LATTER'S RECENT CONSULTATIONS INLISBON. 
NEVES AND SA COUTINHO CONCURRED THAT THE INFORMATION WAS 
ACCURATE AND BASICALLY AGREED WITH PRTUGESE ASSESSMENTS. 

SA COUTINHO HAD STATES HIS STRONG AGREEMENT WITH 
DEPT VIEW THAT THE MPLA GOVERNMENT BELIEVES AN 
INDEPENDENT NAMIBIA WOULD CRITICALLY IMPAIR UNITA'S ABILITY 
TO WAGE WAR. BUT SA COUTINHO EMPHASIZES THAT THE MPLA'S 
PERCEPTION OF THE IMPORTANCE OF SOUTH AFRICAN ASSISTANCE 
TO UNITA IS OVERDRAWN AND SAID THAT UNITA COULD CONTINUE AS 
AN EFFECTIVE FIGHTING FORCE EVEN WITH AN INDEPENDENT 
NAMIBIA. 

3. RECENT PORTUGESE INFORMATION: NEVES SIAD RECENT IMPORTS 
HAD SLIGHLY EASED FOOD SHORTAGES IN LUANDA. HE ADDED THAT 
ANGOLANS HAVE LOST FAITH IN ANGOLA'S CURRENCY AND 
INCREASINLY ARE RESORTING TO BARTER. 

-NETO 1 HEALTH: ALTHOUGH THE GOP BELIEVES NETO SUFFERS 
FROM KIDNEY AND HEART PROBLEMS, IT STILL HAS NO ACCURATE IN- 
FORMATION ON THE CURRENT STATE OF HIS HEALTH, NOR THE 
REASON FOR HIS TRIP TO THE USSR. HOWEVER, NETO'S RECENT TV 
APPEARANCES SHOW AN APPARENTLY ROBUST AND HEALTHY PRESIDENT. 

- LUANDA TENSE: BECAUSE OF THE UNCERTAINTY ACCOMPANYING 
NETO’S ABSENCE, LUANDA HAD BEEN MARKED BY A SIGNIFICANT 
INCREASE IN TENSION. THE PORTUGESE EMBASSY REPORTED 
STEPPED UP POLITICAL ACTIVITIES BY SOME MEMBERS OF THE 
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GOVERNMENT, NAMELY DOS SANTOS. NASCIMENTO, AND IKO 
CARREIRA, WHO WERE PROMINENT IN THE 

MEDIA. NEVES BELIEVED THE ACTIVITY INDICATED THAT SOME 
IN THE GOVERNMENT WERE MAKING AT LEAST CONTINGENCY 
PLANS IN THE EVENT OF NETO'S DEMISE. 

- RELIGION UNDER FIRE. ATTACKS ON THE CHURCH ARE CON- 
TINUING DESPITE ADVERSE POPULAR REACTION TO EARLIER ATTACKS. 
NEVES SAID THAT A MISSIONARY ORDER HAD RECENTLY BEEN GIVEN 
48 HOURS TO ABANDON ITS LARGE INSTALLATION BECUASE THE 
GOVERNEMNT WANTED THE PROPERTY. 

-SOUTH AFRICAN ATTACK: THE GOP WAS CURIOUS AS TO WHY 
THE CUBANS AND SOVIETS APPARENTLY HAD DECLINED TO USE AIR 
POWER AGAINST SOUTH AFRICAN FORCES DURING THE CASSINGA 
ATTACK. DESPITE THE FACG THAT THE GPRA HAS A MAJOR AIR BASE 
WITH MIG FIGHTERS ONLY 12 KMS FROM CASSINGA. NEVES TERMED THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN ATTACK "VICIOUS." INFORMATION WHICHTHE PORTUGESE 
HAD OBTAINED SUPPORTED ANGOLAN CLAIMS THAT MANY 
CIVILIANS AND REFUGEES HAD BEEN KILLED. NEVES 
THOUGHT THE ATTACK ALMOST SURELY WOULD DAMPEN THE GPRA 
DESIRE TO PRESSURE SWAPO ACCEPTANCE OF THE PROPOSALS, 

AND WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO GPRA DEPENDENCY ON A STRONG CUBAN 
PRESENCE. NEVES ASKEDIF THE USG HAD ANY INFORMATION ON 
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THE EFFECTIVENESS OF CUBAN MILITARY TRAINING OF FAPLA 
FORCES, AND IF WE THOUGHT FAPLA FORCES HAD IMPROVED IN 
EFFECTIVENESS. 
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-BENGUELA CONSULATE: THE GPRA HAS GIVEN THE GOP PER- 
MISSION TO OPEN A CONSULATE IN BENGUELA. NEVES ACKNOWLEDGED 
THE OPPORTUNITY THE GOP HAS BEEN PRESENTED, BUT ADDED 
RUEFULLY THAT THE GOP PROBLEM WILL BE TO FIND PERSONNEL 
TO SERVE THERE. 

-GPRA AMBASSADOR: GPRA AMBASSADOR DESIGNATE TO PORTUGAL 
SEBASTIAO HAS STILL NOT ARRIVED IN LISBON. NEVES CLAIMED 
THE GOP COULD NOT EXPLAIN THE DELAY AND HAS NO IDEA WHEN 
HE WILL APPEAR. 

— MPLA/UNITA RECONCILIATION: AS HE HAS DONE SEVERAL TIMES 
IN THE PAST, NEVES ASKED IF THE USG HAD ANY NEW 
INFORMATION ON 

PROGEESS TOWARD MPLA/UNITA RECONCILIATION, 

OR IF WE COULD CONFIRM THAT THE SOVIETS WERE PUSHING IN 
THIS DIRECTION. HE THOUGHT IT PLAUSIBLE THAT THE SOVIETS 
MIGHT FAVOR ATTMMPTS TO ESTABLISH CONTACT BETWEEN THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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MPLA AND UNITA SINCE THE GOP HAD RECEIVED INDICATIONS 
FROM EASTERN EUROPEAN DIPLOMATS THAT THE USSR DOES NOT 
WANT TO BE TIED TO LONG TERM EXPENSIVE SUPPORT OF ANGOLA. 
NEVES ADDED THAT THE GOP CONTINUED TO VIEW AS SLIM ANY 
CHANGES OF MPL A/UNIT A TALKS. 

COMMENT: BECUASE GOP IS RELATIVELY WELL INFORMED ON ANGOLA, 
EMBASSY HAS BEEN SELECTIVE REGARDING THE INFORMATION WE 
HAVE PASSES. OUR ACCESS WILL BE FACILITATED, WE BF.LTF.VE. 

BY CONTINUING TO PROVIDE THE GOP WITH THE BEST THAT WE 
HAVE, AND OCCASIONALLY BY TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE 
REPEATDLY STATED PORTUGESE DESIRE TO BE HELPFUL TO 
THE US ON ANGOLA. 

BLOOMFIELD 
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